COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

[OFFICIAL]

Council Chamber.
Ann Arbor, Nov. 16th, 1891.
Regular meeting.
Coin il m=t anl was c¢ulled to order
by Pres. Coouley.
toll ealled. A quoram presend.
Absent, Ald. Rehberg—1.

Minutes of previous meetiags ap-
proved.
REPORT OF SEWERAGE COMMITTEE.

To the Common Council:

Your commictee on sewers to whom
was Teferred the pecition of sitizens,
dated Nov. 2d, in rezard to sabmit-
ting to a vote 9! tae people of Ann

Arbor the question of coastructing
a4 main sewer according o wae plans

of Pro:. Cnarles E. Greaae, would re-
spectiully report that they have haid
the matter under consideration and
submit their rveport as follows:

The names attached vo whe peti-
tion represent all sections of the city
and some of the heavier tax-payers
in the diferent wards. Taz petition
requests the privilege of voting sor
a  special tax of $20,000 to be levied
in 1892 for the purpose of construct-
ing o muain sewer as set forth and de-
seribed in the report of Prol. Greene,

Heretolore the city government of
Ann Arbor has opposed all inotions,
or appeals ol the vitizens, on the sub-
ject of raising money by special tax
for sewers on the wechnical grounds
that according to the charter the
citizens cannot vote in one riscal vear
on matters ol taxation pertaining to
a subscquent year.

The petition of citizens referred to
simply expresses the desire of our peo-
ple to vote by special election on the
plan of a main wsewer as has been
submitted to this council, wthe tax

to be levied during <the mnext iiscal
year.
Inasmuch as the membeors of this

council have heretofore given an al-
most unanimous expression of opin-
ion in favor of a system of sewers
for this city, and as the opposition
has been with reference vo the speci-
fic plan as submitted by Prof. Greene,
and as the petition of our citizens in
question can but refer to a public
expression of opinion on <this subject,
which would transfer the responsi-
bility of definite action from this
conncil to the citizens themselves,
Therefore, your committee would
respectfully recommend that the pe-
tition of said citizens be granted in so

far as pertains to vallinz a  special
election to vote on ¢he plun as sub-
mitted by Prof. Chas. E. ureene, and
that the date of said apezial election
be tixed for the month of February
next.
Respectivlly submitted,
CHRISTIAN MARTIN,
I.. D. WINIIS,
M. k. COOLEY.
Jommittee.
Ann Artor Mich, Nov. 16¢ch, 91,
Ald. Wincs moved that <he report
be roecived and plazed on file.
Wihiich moion p ev..iled.
The committee on sewerage
furcher report, as ollows:

made
a

10 the Common Cowrcid:

Your cominittee on sewers beg leave
to report wnat they are in possession
of additional facts pertaining to the
guescioi of polution of rivers by sew-
age, whieh, if it is the pleasure of this
Council, tney are now prepared to
submirt.

Mr. Geo. S, Pierson, City Engincer of
Kalamazoo, who is an acknowledged
expert on the subject oi-sewers, and
wio has made the subject ol sanitary

engineering o specialty for many
years, writes the committee as fol-

lows:

“In regard to the pollution of rivers
by sewage, I find that the authori-
ties treat this subject mainly from the
standpoint of the limit of pollution
that may be considered to render
water unsafe for potable purposes and
the deductions are made largely irom
chemical analysis of the water as it is
found. I find little information as to
the ratio of popuiation to cubic feet;
for instance, of a stream b ycnd which
the stream may be considered to be
offensive and injurious to health in
other ways. This, I take it, is the
ratio at which you wish to arrive
roughly. Investigations of this sort
seem to have been conducted on a sort
of comparative method in which con-
ditions, difficult to state mathemati-
cally, largely influence the decision.
As, for instance, the stream may al-
ready be strongly polluted by towns
above. It may be broad, sluggish,

have low shores subject to overflow,
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be densely populated along its banks,
have frequent dams, ete., ete. It may
on the other hand be unpoiluted irom
above, and swilt, deep, with high and
bold shores, ete., ete.

The customs of di forent citicslaigaly
influence the decision also. Yor in-

2

stance, the sewage of U, 8. towns is!

already diluted to about three times
the degree of that of Engiish towns,
hence comparisons made an the hasis
of the ratio of cubic feet of sewage to
cubic feet of river water are often
misieading.

I take it the proper method of com-
paring the degree of poilution is by the
ratio of the cubic feet of river water
per capita. daily, computed at the
low water stage of the river at which
time the conditions will b:r at the
worst.

I enclose a few comparisons of this
kind. Since, however, the other con-
ditions which cannot be mathemati-
cally stated have at least cqual we ght
I presume they wil not be of great sar-
vice to you.

: Cu. ft of
River.

City. river water per
capita duily.
Brunswick........Qcker._.___.._.._.___... 35
Breskau ... ... Oder ... ......____._... 212
Dreslen ... .... Elbe ... . __...._ 6UU.
Hanover __.......Leine. .. ... _..... . 247.
Mainz........._...vwhine.__ ______ ... _._. 2.615.
Munich .._____.__ Isarv. . ____._...._...._ 4W4.
Neisse.......... ..Bielearm ... .._____.__ 454,
Nuernberg. ... . ___ Pegnitz. _____._.._____. 247.
Paris_ ... .. Seine . .. ... .........
Vienna~__.__._...Danube. ... ______.... 106.
Kalamazoo ... .. Kalamazco. ... _..... 1.500.

The guantity of sewage per capita.
per day in the U. 8. is approximately
ten cubie feet,
stances stated where the pollution
is about on= in twenty. This is,
. however, undesirable.”

If the minimum flow of the Huron in
tly edry season be placed at 55 cu. ft.
per second or 3,300 eu. {t. er minute,
which s equivalent to a daily ilow
of about 4,800,000 ecu. fit., it zives a
ratio for a population of 10,000 in-
habitants of 480 cu. ft. per capita,
and for 16,000 inhabitants of 300
cu. ft. per capita. By referring to
the table it will be found that the
smaller value, 300 cu. {t. per capita,
is Inrger than that for six of the eleven
cities quoted.

I have often seen in- ]
during the dry season.
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per cent greater chan the figures
given, which if true makes the showing
even more favorable,

In answer to the very p-ausible
objection whieh has been raised that
on Sumdays, and at other times when
the mills above Ann Arbor are not
running, the ilow of water at the
city wi.l eecase, your committee desires
to state that they have round such
to be not the case. Inquiry and in-
vestigation have demounstrated the
fact that it is practically impossible
to buiid dams and ilumes so that they
will not leak. In certain cases the
leakage may reach as high as 10 per
cent. of the normal flow of the stream.
This is probably true of the dam at
this city. It has been observed that
during the dry season when no water
was tlowing over che dam, or through
the wheels of Swift’s mill, the cur-
rent. was sufficiently strong at Bridge
No. 2 to offer some difficuity to horses
in fording the stream, as was N ces;sary
dur.ng th: repiirs to thishii'g . Even
if the flow should be practically stop-
ped for 24 or 36 hours by shutting
down the miils, the sawage would
scarcely become objeetionable in that
fime, and the increased fiow on start-
ing again would probably flush the
river thoroughly so that the condition
of the stream at no time would be
serious,

Your committee beg leave to refer
again to the other means suggoested
in the several reports submitted to
this Council of disposing of the sewage
in casz the flow in the river at this
city should prove to be insufficient

Respectfully submitted.
CHRISTIAN MARTIN,

I.. D. WINES,.
M. E. COOLEY,
Committee,

Ald. Wines moved that the report
be reeeived and spread in journal.
Which motion prevailed.

To the Common Conneil: .
Your committee on bonds would
respectiully report that they have

examined the following bond, and
would recommend its acceptance with

Mr. Clark Cornwell. of Ypsilanti,,; the suretis named.

writes the committee that in his juds-

Liquor Tealers Bond: Principals—

ment the minimum flow is at least 50 . Frank Allmand and John f3zhaibele.
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Bureties—Thomas

F. Leonard and
Louis J. Lics2mer,
Respectiully submitted,
WILLIAM HERZ,
LOUIS P. HALIL,
E. G. MANN.
Committee.

Ald. Martin moved that the re-
port be aceepted and bond approved.

Which motion prevailed.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Ald. Hall moved that the resolu-
tion of his for opening Fourth ave.,
south from Madison to Hill sts., ac-
cording to orizinil motion be
taken {rom the table and put up-
on its passage.

The resolution of Ald. Hall was
then read, as follows:

Wheress, Applcation having been
made to this common council to lay
out and establish a certain street
hereinafter described and due wnotice
of the pendenzy of uch proposed im-
provement having been duly zZiven
to all persons who are interested
in the linds and ten2ments required
therefor, and all persons uappearng
havinz been hrard, and due consider:-
tion thereo! having be2en had, and it
appear ng therefrom that it is neces-
sury to tak: anl acquire certaia linds
therefor. Therelore, be it resolved
and it is; herey orlered aud d. termin-
ed that a street b2, and the same is
hereby 1:1 out and established :our
4) rods in width, in the city of Ann
Arbor, describzd ns .ollows to-wit:—
From Madison st. to Hill st., on the
lines o! Fourth ave., projected south-
erly.

2d, It is hereby declwred and resolv-
ed that th=2 —-ost 0!tz 1nyinzy out of
the estiblishment of such street, and
also the lands required <herefore, be
and the same i3 hereby ordered to be
asgsessed and 1:vied agninst the own-
ers of 1ands, -ten~ments Hhenefited
therehy, and that all and singular all
the 1'nds, tenrments, and <ixable
real estat: situated in and within the
following boundaries are deemed, and
hereby deczl:red to b2 benelited by the
improvement so ordered as aforesaid,
and the same are and are hereby con-
situnted a special assessment district
on against and upon which the cost
of said improvement s0 us aforesaid
ordered shall b2 lavied and assessed
pursuant to law, that is ©o say; All
of the lots, lands, ‘tenements, and
premises {ronting of Fourth avenue,
south of William =t. to Hill st; on
the east and west sid2 of Ann Arbor
st., on Brown st. nast side; on Hill
8t., from Brown to 5th avenue: on
Mosl-y st., north and south side, from

3

. S
Main st. to the T., A. A. & N. M. Co.
lands.

o) |

Which resolution prevailed by a
yea and nay vote as iollows:
Yeas.—Alds. Mann, Wines, Herz,

Martin, Allmendinger, Iillmore, Tay-
lor, O'Hearn, Ferguson, Hall, Kitson
and Pres. Cooley—12,

Nays—None.

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS.

By Ald. O’Hearn.

Whereas, It is thought by many
that a system of sewers Jor the city
has become a necessary public im-
provement, that in the opinion of the
council the system as suaggested by
Prof. Greeme ought to b2 projected
further down the river.

And, Whereas, there is great di-
versity of opinion as %o the probable
cost o'a m i1sewesr when so prolect-
ed down the river, therefore,

Resaolved, That Prof, Greene do ad-
vise the <council without «delay and
bring in a detailed statement of the
probable cost at present fprices of
such main sewer exclusive »of right
of way when projected dowmn the
river to Bumnker’s dam, so called, w.th
map and survey and with 30 inch
1st qurlity sewer pip2 from its out-
let to the south lin® of Huron st., and
26 inch pipe from Huron st, to south
line of Hill st., and 22 inch pipe from
Hill st. to stopping plice as indicat-
ed on the map. Also the expense
of siz> pipe as shown in his report.

Which resolution prevailed by a
yea and nay vote an iollows:
Yeas—Alds. Mann, Win~s, Herz,

Mariin, Al'mendinger, IFillmore, Tay-
lor, O’Hearn, Ferguson, Hall, Kitson
an dPres. Cooley—12,

Nays—None.

Ald Martin moved that <he <om-
mittee on free beds at the University
Hospit:1s be revived and reappoint-
ed.

Whizh mo'ion prevailed.

The president appointed the fol-
lowing committee: Alds. Hall, Tay-

lor and Herz.

By Ald. Mann.

Resolved, That the president ap-
point a committee of <three who,
with the city attorney, obtain and
report at the mnext meeting what

sums of money will b2 necessary to
obtain the title to the lwnd required
for the extension of 8. IMFourth ave.,



from Madison to Hill sts.

Whizh mo:ion prevailed.

The chair appointed the Jfollowing
committee: Alds. Mann, Hall, and
Allmendinger.

By Ald. Kitson.

Resolved, That permission be, and
is hereby granted to Marcus D. Mil-
ler, to remove one shade tree from
before his premises on Geddes ave.

Which resolution  prevailed.

By Ald. TIPillmore.

"Resclved. That the common cvouncil
he}'eby calls the attention of the state
railroad commissioner to che need of
ca gate and keeper at the erossing of
the Toledo, Ann Arbor and Northern
Michigan Railroad Co., with Miller
ave., and respectiully request that he
will order said company to cause the
construction of a gate and the plac-
ing of a keeper at the crossing nam-
ed. .

Ald. Herz moved as an amendment
to include the followingz other cross-
ings to-wit: 8. Main, Jefferson, Wash-
ington, Wiliam, Liberty, Madison,
Traver and Pontiac streets.

Which amendment prevailed.

The resolution as amended prevail-
ed. -

Ald. Taylor moved that the city
clerk be and is hereby ordered to
procure f{ifteen file covers for printed
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council proceedings for the wuse of
the counecil.

Wlhich motion prevailed by a yea
and nay vote as follows:
Yeas—Alds. Mann, W.nes, Herz,

Martin, Allmendinger, I'i lmore, Tay-
lor, O'Hearn, IFerguson, Hall, Kitson
and Pres. Cool2y—12.
Nays—None.
On motion the council adjourned.
WM. J. MILLER, Clerk.

OFFICE OF THE BOAuD OF PUkL1C WORKS, (
ANN ARBOR, Nov. 14, 1891. \

legular meeting.

Board met and was called to order
by the President.

Roll Called. I7ull Board present.

M nutes o preiious mocting read and
approved.

Mr. IXeech moved that the bids for
I'eleh  street,
across Mill race, be opened and in-
spected, which motion prevailed.

The bids were found to be as follows:

Charles Tessmer, $540.00
Clancy & Co., $570.00.

On motion the bids were laid on the
table, as the bids are in excess of the
appropriation made.

Board then adjourned.

W. J. MILLER, Clerk.

new stone cu.:vert on



